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REASONS 
For Continuing the 
Duty of Eight Pence 


Upon Each 


| 


One hundred and twenty Pounds 


weight of Rock-Salt, without 
allowing a "Dfraw-back upon | 


Refining the ſame ; 4 


| 


B Y 


| 
4 


Comparing the Brine-/alt made at] 
Northwitche in Cheſhire, with the Salt-} 
Rock Refined at the Dungeon near Le-| 


wverpoole 1n Lancaſhire. | 


Printed in the Year 169 7. 
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REASONS 


Continuing the Duty of Eight 
Pence upon each One hun- 
dared and twenty Pounds 
werght of Rock-ſalt, with- 
out allowing a Draw-back 


upon Refining the ſame, &C. 


T is well known that a Tun of Coals 
! makes a Tun of Salt; and a Tun of 
Coals at Northwitche 1s Sixteen ſhillings 
eight pence, but a Tun of Coals at the Dur- 
geon 18 only Five ſhillings fix pence, which 1s 
Eleven ſhillings two pence difference, 
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A Buſhel of Salt Rock of One hundred and 
rwenty Pounds weight will, with the Sea Tide 
Water at the ſaid Dungeon, produce Two Buſhels 
and an-half of Salc at Fifty fix Pounds weight 
to each - Buſhel ; ſo that Fifteen Butſhels of 
Rock of One hundred and twenty Pounds 


' each, will produce: at the faid Dungeon, One 


Tun (reckoned at Twenty one hundred weight) 
of Salt. 

Now the Duty of Eight pence for cach 
Buſhcl of One hundred and twenty Pounds 
weight of Rock for the ſaid Fifteen. Buſhels, 
comes to Ten ſhillings ; but then *cis to be 
obſerved, that the Refiner of the Rock at the 
faid Dungeon - makes his Tun of Salt with a 
Tun of Coals, which he him in only Five 
ſhlkngs ſix pence. - 

Whereas at Northwitche a Tun of Brine Salt 
is made with a Tun of Coals, which lie in 
Sixteen ſhillings e1ght pence ; which, as is a- 
torcſaid, 1s Eleven ſhillings two pence diffe- 
rence. 

So that the Refiner of the Rock, though 
he pay Tcn ſhillings per Tun (+72. for Fifteen 
Buſhels of Rock, which produce a Tun of 
Salt) Duty not drawn back, yet he ſtill has 
the Adyantage over the Brine-ſalr of One 


ſhilling 


C43 


fhilling two pence per Tun ; And beſides, he 
.:fells One penny per Buſhel dearer than the 
Brine-falt, (being ſituated more conveniently 
for the Merchant) which. is about Three 
ſhiltings and a penny per Tun more, which 
added to the aforeſaid One ſhilling and two 
pence per Tun, makes the Refiner of the Rock 
to have the Advantage over the Brine-Salt 
Four ſhillings and three pence per Tun, tho' 
- the Eight pence upon cach One hundred and 
ewenty Pounds Weight of Rocks continued. 


Lo Objection. 

But the Refiner of the Rock pays at the Pit 
Five ſhillings and fix pence per Tun for the 
Rock, whereas the Brine comes up with. a ſmall 


Charge of winding. 
ao Anſwer. 


”Tis true, the Refiner pays Five ſhillings and 
ſix pence per Tun for the Rock, but that 1s 
Two thouſand four hundred Weight, which 
produces Two thoufand - eight hundred 
Weight of Salt difflolved in Sca-tide Water ; 


But the Proprietor of the Brine 1s at a greater 
Charge 
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Charge per Tun for his Brine, for the firſt 
{linking and finiſhing of his Pit coſts him One 
chouſand or 'Twelve hundred Pounds Serling, 
ſometimes more, and oftentimes a Freſh breaks 
in and puts him to a conſtant and a very great 
Annual Charge, ſo that he pays dearer for the 
Brine than the Retiner docs for the Rock. 


Objection. 


| The Refiner pays for Land-Carriage and 
Freight of the Rock, Nine ſhillings and ten 
pence per Tun from Northwitche ro the Dungeon. 


Anſwer. 


The Maker of Brince-Salt pays more in 
that way, then the Refiner of the Rock, for 
a Tun of Brinc-Salt is more buiky then a 
Tun of Rock, and conſequently the Carriage 
of 1t 1s dearer ; but 1t muſt be obſerved that 
Two thouſand four hundred Weight of Rock 
will ( with Sea Water ) produce Two thou- 
ſand eight hundred Weight of Salt, ſo the 
Refiner gains the Carriage clear of Four hun- 
dred Weight in each Two thouſand four 
hundred, which the Maker of Brine-Salt 

pays 


LP-2 $4 
pays for; And it muſt alſo be conſidered, that 
the Land-Carriage of Brine-Salt is more ha- 
zardous then the Rock, for the Brine-Salt 1s 
often by falls of the Horſe, ard overturns of 
the Carts, thrown. in the Water and Dirt, 
and thereby rendred totally unſaleable, which 
1s a great Loſs to the Proprietor, he paying 
the Duty, and not having any Proviſion in 
the Act of Parhament for ſuch Hazards, which 
the Salt-Rock 1s no way lable unto. 

And beſides all this, it 1s to be conſidered, 
that the Duty of Eight pence upon cach One 
hundred and twenty Pounds Weight of Rock- 
Salt 1s made a Fund and a ſecurity tor Money 
already lent to the Government, and if it 
ſhould be taken off to Gravity and Enrich a 
few Projectors, and to the Ruin and Deſtru- 
ction of the Ancient and Durable Trade of 
Brine-Salt, it muſt fall upon the Lands of 
England, or the produce of Land (which 1s 
all one). to: make 1t good. 

Bur if it be well conſidered of what dange- 
rous conſequence the getting of the Salt-Rock. 
in Cheſhire will be, to that and all the Neigh- 
bouring Countrys of England, and North-Wales, 
inſtead of keeping the Ballance even berwixt. 
the Refiners of Salt-Rock, and the Makers of. 


Brine- 
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Brine-Salt ; (which nothing lefs then the con- 
tinuing Eight pence - upon the Rock can do) 
tn may, perhaps, be thought moſt beneficial 
for the Publick co prohibit the getting of the 
ſaid Salt-Rack, and that for theſe Reaſons. 


Fþ 


The Salt-Rock does make the Spring in the 
Caverns of the Earth fo cftec&tually Brackiſh, 
as they become extream falt, which boils 1n- 
to the beſt Natural Salt as can be made uſe of, 
as daily experience makes manifeſt, and which 
will in a plentiful manner, ſerve all the uſes 
proper for Salt m England, Ireland, and the 
Weſt-Indies, Oc. as the Mcrchants have expe- 
rtenced. - 


"Y 


The Duty of Salt being made perpetual, it. 
1s humbly preſumed it will become the Wiſ- 


dom of Parhament to take eftectual Care, that 


that Salt which will be perpecyal, be preſcrv-. 


£d and encquraged to Anſwer that perpetual 


Duty. 
IIL. 
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.. The ſaid Springs will be perpetually Salt fo 
long as the Salt-Rock is not taken away, but 
that being.the efficient Cauſe of their faltneſs, 
if it 1s taken away the Springs will ceaſe to be 
Sal, and then England muſt be beholden'to 
Foreign Parts for that neceflary Commodity 


which they are now able to furniſh all Eurepe 
with. 


Objection. 


But the Salt-Rock us of a very great Subſlance, 
and may laſt ſome Ages before it is exhauſted. 


Anſwer. 


The Salt-Rock in one place lies ſomthing 
deep, bur in no place broad, and is bur of a 
Narrow extent, for ſeveral have boared very 
deep in their Lands, lying near where the 
 Salt-Rock is : now gotten, . and could not-find 
_----. 
But experience ſhews that the Salt-Rock 
Pits do frequently fall in, and indecd it 1s 1im- 
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_ ter, and the Pillars of this. Salt-Rock which 
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poſſible they ſhould ſtand.long, for: the Mi- 


\neral 1s of that Nature, that it melts and wa- 


eth either by Air or Water. . Now all theſe 
Salt-Rock Pits arc much annoyed with Wa- 


are tft ro fapporr the Root of the Hollows, 
arc by the Air, and the Water, fo melted and- 
walted away, that ſeveral of the Pits are fal- 
ten in and loſt, and: ww is much- feared thar a 
River near the Salt-Rock Pirs wilfbe by cheſt 
means let into the ſaid Hollows, which wit 
endanger the loſs of the Brine-Springs, b 
—_— them ſo Freſh that they will not. Boyl: 
0-IE.. - * - 


= Every Freeholder is Lord and Maſter of his- 


own - Freebold, and-may dig in and diſpoſe of. it to- 
his beſt Advantage. 


This is not where the Publick-good of 


the Nation 1s concern'd, for though there are 


good Coals under Black- Hearh, yet it is ook-- 
may. 
not. 


<d_ upon that the Lords of the Sol there 
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not dig them, becauſe it would diſcourage 
Navigation and the Nurſcry of Seamen. 

And though divers Lands in. England arc 
very proper and fit for yielding Tobacco, yet 
the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors has been ſuch, 
as by Law to Prohibit the Planting of it in 
England, becauſe it would diſcourage Naviga- 
tion and our Foreign Plantations. 


Objection. 


But is it not hard, that a Man ſhould have 
Salt-Rock in his Land which makes S alt-Springs 
for others, and not be allowed to reap any benefit 


from it himſelf. 


. Anſwer. 


\ 

_ Every Proprictor of Salt-Rock may withour 
digging it, reap a much greater Bencht from 
it then any Gentleman does from the Salr or 
Brine-Springs; for whereas a Brinc-Pic cannot 
be made under One thouſand, and ſometimes 
Twelve hundred Pounds or morc, and ofter- 
times a Freſh breaks in, and then all muſt be 
wrought a-new; He who has thc Sait-Rock 
accds do no more then fink a ſmail Pic into 
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the faid Rock, which he may do for abour: 
Thirty or Forty Pounds Sterl.' and there he. 
has a much ſtronger Brine than any other 
Salt Spring 1s, which he may with leſs —_ 
of Coal Boil up to an excellent Salt. | 


Objection. 


Bit FF Perſons who have oreat Plenty of , 
Coals in divers Places have-there erefled W ke 
for Refining this Salt Rock, and more Works 
will daily Te erefled *for that-purpoſe, and "the 
Country is and will be better =o with Salt | 
| thence than from- the Brine-Pits.- 


Anſwer. 


Thus :Salt Rock will have an end, and how - 
| ſoon is uncertain, and -thery there will-be an 
end not only of -theſe Refinirig Works,: bur 
of - the Brine-Springs alfo : {Sag the 
cleareſt and © pureſt Parts of thss Salt-Rock 
are culFd our of the Refiners great Parcels 
grinded to Powder and uſed in Specze; and 
by this means pays no Duty, becauſe the Re- 
finer's Clerk makes a general Affidavit, that 
all within: his Cocket is Refin'd : Bur ir muſt | 
DC... 
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be obſerved; that the Multiplicity of! theſe 
Refining Works will be a very great loſs and 
diminution to the Revenue, becauſe of the 
Multiplicity of Officers which-muſt be Eſta- 
bliſhed with great Salaries to inſpect them ; . 
and whether it 1s from the many Refining 
Salr-Works alrcady ſet on foot, and the many 
Frauds commurtted by them, (the Rock-ſalr 
Store-houfe, the Refining Houſes, and the 
"Ships - or Boats being planted ſo near cach 
2ther, and in ſuch a manner, thar *tis not poſ-- 
ible for the Officer to detect theſe Frauds) 
or from what other cauſe it is, may be worth 
enquiring ; but plain it is, that ſince the Rock. 
fale Trade has increaſed, the Duty upon Salt 
in» general- has decreaſed-a very confiderable 
Sum: yearly ;- and 1f permitted *rwill occaſion 
a_ further decreaſe of that Duty; and then a 
further Aid may be expected to make good 
that Deficiency. All which. is humbly. ſub- 
mitted co Conftideration. 
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